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Classification or the licensing authority itself (see paragraphs 10.59 to 10.60). 

Integrating strategies 
14.63 It is recommended that statements of licensing policy should provide clear indications of 

how the licensing authority will secure the proper integration of its licensing policy with 
local crime prevention, planning, transport, tourism, equality schemes, cultural 
strategies and any other plans introduced for the management of town centres and the 
night-time economy. Many of these strategies are not directly related to the promotion of 
the licensing objectives, but, indirectly, impact upon them. Co-ordination and integration 
of such policies, strategies and initiatives are therefore important.   

Planning and building control 
14.64 The statement of licensing policy should indicate that planning permission, building 

control approval and licensing regimes will be properly separated to avoid duplication 
and inefficiency. The planning and licensing regimes involve consideration of different 
(albeit related) matters. Licensing committees are not bound by decisions made by a 
planning committee, and vice versa. However, as set out in chapter 9, licensing 
committees and officers should consider discussions with their planning counterparts 
prior to determination with the aim of agreeing mutually acceptable operating hours and 
scheme designs. 

14.65 There are circumstances when, as a condition of planning permission, a terminal hour 
has been set for the use of premises for commercial purposes. Where these hours are 
different to the licensing hours, the applicant must observe the earlier closing time. 
Premises operating in breach of their planning permission would be liable to prosecution 
under planning law. Proper integration should be assured by licensing committees, 
where appropriate, providing regular reports to the planning committee. 

14.66 Where there is an application for planning permission, the National Planning Policy 
Framework expects new development can be integrated effectively with existing 
businesses and community facilities (such as places of worship, pubs, music venues 
and sports clubs). Existing businesses and facilities should not have unreasonable 
restrictions placed on them as a result of development permitted after they were 
established. Where the operation of an existing business or community facility could 
have a significant adverse effect on new development (including changes of use) in its 
vicinity, the applicant (or ‘agent of change’) should be required by the local planning 
authority to provide suitable mitigation before the development has been completed. 

 

Promotion of equality 
14.67 A statement of licensing policy should recognise that the Equality Act 2010 places a 

legal obligation on public authorities to have due regard to the need to eliminate 
unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation; to advance equality of 
opportunity; and to foster good relations, between persons with different protected 
characteristics. The protected characteristics are age, disability, gender reassignment, 
pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. 

14.68 Public authorities are required to publish information at least annually to demonstrate 


